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 P  ig Dinner 

 *Please note all information is also available on www.aifji.com* 

 Brothers 

 The planning committee and the undergraduate chapter are enthusiastically looking forward to 

 Pig Dinner 2022! This year's date is the weekend of April 23rd. It will be the first in-person 

 celebration since 2019 (knock on wood). Currently the university has no Covid restrictions on 

 our event (again, knock on wood). 

   

 The virtual event in '21 went well enough that we are going to try a hybrid event. This will allow 

 guys that can't make it to Ames to still be involved. We will try to stream as many of the 

 weekend events as possible. Details for remote participation are coming soon. 

   

 We are pleased to have this year's speaker, Glenn Reynolds '73. As toastmaster we will have 

 Scott Moore Jr. '96. They are Alpha Iota Phi Gams and we think you'll enjoy both! 

   

 All the Owl classes for '20, '21, and '22 will be recognized this year. We think that is only fitting. 

 Ditto for all the award winners. There will also be a special presentation honoring all Alpha Iota 

 veterans. You may have heard it through chapter emails. More details on that to follow. 

   

 Cost 

 $65 for the Owl classes - $105 up to and including April 10th - $125 after April 10th 

 You can print the invitation from the website using the pdf link above, and mail in your 

 registration. Online registration is coming soon. 
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 Tentative Schedule 

 Friday, April 22nd 

 ●  Registration begins at the chapter house - 3 pm 
 ●  BBQ dinner at the chapter house - 5 to 6:30 pm 
 ●  Snack/cash bar at Jethro's (trivia, cards, etc.) 1301 Buckeye Ave. Ames - 7 to 10 pm 

 Saturday, April 23rd 

 ●  Registration at the chapter house - 9 am to 4 pm 
 ●  Lunch at the chapter house - 11 am to noon 
 ●  Association annual meeting (dining room) - 12:15 to 1:30 pm 
 ●  Memorial service for brothers who have recently passed "Ad Astra" - 1:45 to 2:30 pm 
 ●  Informal group picture at chapter house - 3 pm 
 ●  Registration at the Alumni Center (429 Alumni Lane - ISU complex center) - 5 pm 
 ●  Appetizers and cash bar at the Alumni Center - 5 to 6 pm 
 ●  Dinner and program (Reiman Ballroom) - 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
 ●  Socializing and cash bar (Alumni Center) until 10:30 pm 

   

 Hotel Blocks 

 Comfort Inn & Suites  603 S. 16th St, Ames 50010 (across  the street from Coldwater Links golf 

 course) 

 ●  Ask for the Pig Dinner '22 block. Group number - ZP98B2 
 ●  Rooms will be released on Tuesday, March 22nd. 
 ●  Available Friday night and/or Saturday night. $145.00 per night plus taxes. 
 ●  (515) 663-9555 

 Fairfield Inn & Suites  2137 Isaac Newton Dr, Ames  50010 
 ●  Ask for the Pig Dinner block. 
 ●  Rooms will be released on Wednesday March 30th. 
 ●  Available Friday night and/or Saturday night. $119.00 per night plus taxes. 
 ●  (515) 232-4000 

 Gateway Hotel  2100 Green Hills Dr, Ames 50014 
 ●  Ask for the Phi Gam/FIJI '22 block. 
 ●  Rooms will be released on Thursday March 31st. 
 ●  Available Friday night and/or Saturday night. $129.00 per night plus taxes. 
 ●  (800) 367-2637 
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 H  ouse Renovations +  U  pdates 

 Parking Lot Regraded 

 Rooms and Hallways Painted 
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 V  eteran Shadow Box and  C  ovid-19 Donation Plaque 

 Some very important new features to the house include the Veteran Shadow Box and the 

 Covid-19 Donation Plaque. Pictured on the left is the Veteran Shadow Box in remembrance of an 

 Alpha Iota veteran, Daniel Rouse (‘90), who has recently passed away. Everything he did for the 

 house and the country is something that truly cannot be replaced. Daniel showed that being a 

 FIJI is definitely not for college days alone. On the right is the Covid-19 Donation Plaque which 

 recognizes the Covid-19 emergency donors who all donated to the house in rough times over 

 the past couple of years. All of the undergraduates are extremely grateful to have such 

 supportive and generous graduate brothers and could not thank you all enough. 

 Veteran Shadow Box  Covid-19 Donation Plaque 
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 N  ew Cabinet  and  P  resident Interview 

 (Spring 2022) 

 A Few Words From Our President 

 “I am Gabriel Schmitt, from Gurnee, IL, and I am a pre-business major. Class of ’24. I think of 

 myself as a simple guy who doesn’t need much. I enjoy my time with my friends and doing my 

 own thing. I also like to work hard and do a great job with whatever I am doing. 

 The goals that I have set out to achieve during my time as president are: to have the house be 

 the way it was before the pandemic. Some of the things I want to do are bring back the 

 traditions that the AI chapter has missed out on the past few years, and we are off to a great 

 start! I also want to bring our in-house numbers back up to the 50’s so life in the house is a great 

 experience! A big thing for the chapter right now is to be recognized more within Greek life, and I 

 want to get us more involved with other chapters and have guys hold important positions so 

 that everyone can witness how great Fiji really is. If I am not able to do any of these things, I 

 want to at least help the house grow as much as I can! 

 Fiji has done a lot for me, but what I will always take away from my experience of being a Fiji is 

 how it has helped me find out who I am right now and who I want to be. I have seen so many 

 examples of the great men that Fiji has produced over the years and how high the standards 

 have been set for the men now, and it motivates me to be better every single day. I would not 

 have that drive if I was not a part of Fiji. 

 A way I stay connected with grad brothers is by speaking with our advisors often. I have great 

 relationships with Paul Dudley, Lynn Schroeder, Lou Filosa, and also Nate Scott. It is necessary 

 for me to stay in touch so that the grad brothers can always know how the chapter is doing and 

 can help out if need be. I am always thankful to have the support from the grad brothers. 
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 Not a funny story, but a story about how basically the first week after I got elected president I 

 attended a luncheon to celebrate Gordon Smith winning the Distinguished Fiji award. Here I am, 

 a sophomore that just became president and knows almost nothing, eating a fancy lunch in the 

 presence of Fiji legends! Our archon was there, our house corporation president was there, our 

 BCA president was there, our purple legionnaire was there, and don’t forget all the past 

 presidents and cabinet members! There were around 40 guys there, and every single one of 

 them held important positions within the chapter and bled for the house, and they still were able 

 to make it back to Iowa to celebrate ‘the pope’. It really showed me how Fiji was “not for college 

 days alone” and how you are in it for life once you become a Fiji. Being at that luncheon as a 

 new president really opened my eyes and showed me how it is so worth it to be the president of 

 such a successful chapter, and I will be doing everything I can to help this house! 

 Perge!” 
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 The Rest of Our Cabinet 

 ●  Brady Pauling (‘24) 

 ○  Treasurer 

 ○  Lincoln, Nebraska 

 ○  Business Analytics 

 ●  Dean Hagstrom (‘24) 

 ○  Recording Secretary 

 ○  Glen Ellen, Illinois 

 ○  Supply Chain Management 

 ●  Dane Locke (‘24) 

 ○  Corresponding Secretary 

 ○  Barrington, Illinois 

 ○  Forestry 

 ●  *John Beasley (‘24) 

 ○  Historian 

 ○  LaGrange, Illinois 

 ○  Biosystems Engineering 

 *John has recently accepted a Co-Op with Valero Energy for the Fall ‘22 semester, so a new 

 historian will be elected to finish the term in Fall ‘22. 
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 U  pdates from GJo 

 Serving her 15th year as House Mom, G Jo continues to be the backbone of the 
 Alpha Iota chapter. She helps organize events like our Parent’s Weekend (pictured 

 above), formal dinners, philanthropies, the upcoming Pig Dinner, and even things 

 as simple as communication with our chef. She is excited to see the house 

 “back to normal” now that Covid is dying down, and looks forward to seeing Pig 

 Dinner back at full strength. 
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 A  n Interview with a Recent Graduate 

 Carter Chambers 

 “Fiji has meant a lot to me during college and has certainly helped me get to 

 where I am now in life. I am currently living in Ankeny, IA, and I am in my first 

 rotation at John Deere in the Cyber Security Early Development Program. I had 

 originally been working at John Deere for a year and a half as a year round intern 

 on a Cyber Security Team in Ames before I even interviewed for the position, but 

 the experiences I had at Fiji are what really helped me land both jobs. 

 While in college, Fiji taught me a lot about how to keep moving forward and when 

 to admit that I don't know something. Continuing to move forward and press on 

 allowed me to learn a lot from when things got difficult in classes, or even when 

 trying to get a job. When I was still a Junior in college, I had started applying for 

 internships for the summer to hopefully gain some experience. Unfortunately, all 

 of my Fall semester was spent doing just that, but getting no responses or denied 

 from every company I had applied for. Even though this was the case, I continued 

 to keep applying for internships even though it was disheartening, hoping to 

 eventually land one, and that's exactly what happened that spring after 

 interviewing for an internship. In both positions, I have been asked to work with 

 many different technologies, most of which I had no prior experience with. Fiji 

 taught me very early on that when I don't know something, to speak up about it. 

 The result of this was instead of struggling for weeks on trying to figure out how 
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 to do something, I would instead be given learning resources and work with 

 others which allowed me to both complete my goal and learn a lot in the process. 

 Even though Fiji has given me a lot in terms of skills, Fiji has always been more 

 about the friendships that I made. I made a lot of good friends during my time 

 there and continue to talk with many of them often even though we all live in 

 different parts of the country and are busy with new jobs. This has always been 

 what Fiji has been about to me, and seeing all of them again in person is one of 

 the things I look forward to at Pig Dinner. 

 Perge!” 
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 W  inter Formal  ,  P  hilanthropies, and  E  vents 

 Winter Formal 

 Thanks to our previous social chair, Brett Romanelli (‘22), the undergraduate brothers and 

 pledges were lucky to attend our Winter Formal in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The venue was 

 beautiful, and the food and drinks were perfect. 
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 Fall Philanthropy 

 Despite the cold weather, 325 Ash Ave still had a great turnout for the annual S’mores Roast 

 Philanthropy and the fire pits kept everyone warm thanks to our philanthropy chair, David Aulert 

 (‘23)! We raised $1,664 for The United Service Organization. 

 Spring Philanthropy (Plans) 

 This spring, our current philanthropy chair and former president, Cole Boyer (‘23), is still in 

 progress with our current philanthropy. His plan is the “Phi Gam Football Jam” (a powder puff 

 football tournament between participating sororities) with the donations going towards breast 

 cancer research. 
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 Other Events 

 Parents’ Weekend 

 This fall’s parent’s weekend lunch had over 200 attendees and overall was a great turnout! There 

 were a lot of curious parents that were introduced to beer dye and hammerschlagen. Thanks to 

 Chef Shawn, everyone had plenty of food! Not to mention, Cole Boyer (‘23), had some very 

 impressive auctioneer skills. The day couldn’t have finished better with a hefty 59-7 win for Iowa 

 State football.over Kansas. 

 Christmas 

 This year’s Christmas party was certainly one to remember. After an incredible dinner made by 

 Chef Shawn, gifts were then opened. Chef Shawn and her husband were gifted by Mom’s Club in 

 appreciation for her incredible meals and her dedication to improvement of the house’s food. 

 The gifts for the brothers ranged anywhere from a poster of a horse to a rotisserie chicken and 

 many, many laughs were shared. 
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 Study Abroad 

 On top of everything occurring at 325 Ash Ave this semester, 7 brothers took up the opportunity 

 to study abroad. Although they are missed greatly by all the undergraduates, they are definitely 

 having a great time and are representing the Alpha Iota chapter well across seas. 

 Hockey Game 

 Earlier this semester, 46 brothers, NIs, and pledges headed to Des Moines to watch the Iowa 

 Wild v. Rockford Icehogs hockey game. Thanks to the help from Mom’s Club, GJo, and Lou 

 Filosa, everyone was able to go for free on a charter bus and with lunch! The group was divided 

 between the Wild and the Icehogs, which made for a great, competitive atmosphere. The Wild 

 came out on top 4-3, and everyone got a voucher for free wings at BWWs! 
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 G  reek Week and  I  ntramurals 

 This year’s Greek Week is just around the corner. We are currently paired 

 with Beta Sigma and Kappa Alpha Theta. Thomas Nunez (‘24) and Cole 

 Boyer (‘23) have been doing an excellent job preparing the ‘25s for their 

 Spiderman-Themed Lip Sync Competition. After last year’s outstanding 

 showing, the brothers are eager to watch and/or perform in another 

 performance. Despite having a few unlucky events in last year’s Greek 

 Week Intramurals, everyone is prepared to flip the switch this year and 

 come out on top! Furthermore, scholarship chair, Matt Morris (‘24), has 

 been really emphasizing the importance of the Polar Plunge which will help 

 a lot with the final placing of the Greek Week standings. 
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 C  losing Remarks 

 With the large pledge class, the ambitious cabinet, big philanthropies, and the return of the Pig 

 Dinner, the Alpha Iota chapter seems perfectly poised to continue its growth and prominence as 

 a top chapter at Iowa State. There’s a buzz surrounding the Pig Dinner among the 

 undergraduates, as a majority of them have never been a part of the Pig Dinner. The chapter 

 looks forward to finishing off a great semester and to seeing as many graduate brothers as 

 possible at the Pig Dinner on April 23, 2022 

 Perge! 

 ●  Parker Suyko (‘24) 
 ○  Graduate Relations 
 ○  psuyko@gmail.com 
 ○  (847)-636-2699 

 ●  Alex Moeller (‘25) 
 ○  Graduate Relations 
 ○  alex_moeller771@icloud.com 
 ○  (612)-295-8440 


